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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Texas 88th Regular Legislative Session

RECAPTURE & EDUCATION FUNDING

e Support legislative efforts to reform Chapter 49 of the Texas Education Code ("Robin Hood") that will
increase the state's funding for all school districts and lessen the reliance on recapture dollars. Further,
all recapture dollars should be spent on education, ending the practice of the state supplanting its
investment in education with recapture dollars.

e Supportincreasing the Basic Allotment to help keep pace with inflation and bring per-pupil funding in
Texas up to the national average. Additional investments in the Basic Allotment can also help reduce the
growth of recapture while providing more dollars to educate students in all Texas public schools.

e Support additional funding for special education.

LOCAL DECISION MAKING
e Ensure all bond and tax rate election ballot language is clear, transparent and understandable. Revise
required language that misleads voters and support measures that improve the clarity of existing ballot

requirements for voters.
e Advocate for local discretion in instructional planning and repeal of the accelerated learning committee

requirements (HB 4545, 2021).
TEACHER RETENTION & STAFFING SHORTAGES

e Support efforts to provide teacher housing allotments based on a sliding scale of the cost of housing in a

district, earmarked as a supplement to teacher compensation.
e Support funding to keep up with inflation and to address geographic cost-of-living differentials that

affect transportation and other staffing needs.
e Advocate for the continuation of the current defined benefit pension program for TRS members and

advocate for an annual cost-of-living adjustment for all retirees.
e Advocate for increased state funding to assist with increased healthcare costs associated with TRS-

ActiveCare and TRS-Care.
FAST-GROWTH DISTRICTS/CONSTRUCTION OF SCHOOLS

e Support efforts to ensure public schools in fast-growth districts receive funding for building additional
schools in order to meet state mandates for educating all students who move to a district.
e Support additional funding for school safety.

CHARTERS
e Support legislative efforts to ensure charters are held to the same accountability standards as traditional
public schools (including special education/504/special populations) and ensure charters will be subject
to public oversight.
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